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EC43 
CHURCHES OF THE THIRD WORLD 
Mr. Moffett 

INTRODUCTION 

The title of this course is CHURCHES OF THE THIRD WORLD. I am 
not entirely happy with the term "third world", but it is the most 
common designation now for that part of the world, east and south, which 

js to be distinguished from "the west" and largely the north, that is, 
the industrialized nations of the "first world" (Europe and North 

America), and the "second world" (the communist bloc). You will easily 

think of exceptions and objections to such a categorization, but Tf 

roughly what we think of when the newspapers and the United Nations talk 

of the "third world": # Asia, Africa and Latin America. 

But the course is about the Churches of the third world. It 
is about what Archbishop Temple some years ago, in a famous speech given 

at his enthronement as the Archbishop of Canterbury, called "the great 

new fact of our" age. I quote it regularly in the introductory course 

on mission and ecumenics, but it belongs also inseparably in any 
introduction to a course on the churches of the third world. I make no 

apology for repeating it for it highlights the global importance as well 

as the significance in Christian mission of the rise of what he called 

the "younger churchers" and whatg we now more often call the "churches 

of the third world". 

This is what William Temple said at Canterbury. The year was 

1942, and the clouds of war were rolling over Europe: 
"The world," he said, "is learning its helplessness apart from 
God though not yet is it on any great scale turning to Him for 

direction org for strength... rather is it towards more intense 
and fiercer competition, conflict and war between larger and 
ever larger concentrations of power... 

"But there is another side to the picture. As though in 
preparation for such a time as this, God has been building up a 
Christian fellowship which now extends into almost every nation, 
and binds citizens of them all together in true unity and mutual 
love. No human agency has planned this. It is the result of 
the great missionary enterprise of the last hundred and fifty 
years. Neither the missionaries nor those who sent them out 
were aiming at the creation of a world-wide fellowship, inter- 
penetrating the nations, bridging the gulfs between them, and 
supplying the promise of a check to their rivalries. The aim 
for nearly the whole period was to preach the gospel to as many 
individuals as could be reached so that those who were won to 
discipleship should be put in the way of eternal salvation. 
Almost incidentally the great world fellowship fas arisen; it is 
the great new fact of our era.." 

(The Church Looks Forward, p.1-3) 



What makes it a new fact is that the spreading growth and 
vitality of the churches of the third world have in the 20th century for 
the first time in 2,000 years made Christianity a truly universal faith. 
For the first time in history there is now no single nation in the world 
without at least a handful of Christians in it. There are still a few 
small countries which have never had an organized church. And there are 
some larger ones like North Korea which once had a church in every city 
but where now not one single organized church remains, so far as we 
know. But only two countries in the world, according to the World 
Christian Encyclopedia (pp. 800f.) have no organized church, and in both 
countries there are isolated, perhaps hidden Christians. Those two are 
North Korea (pop. 18 million) and Mongolia (pop. 1 million). Some would 
now add Albania (pop. almost 3 million). 

At the end of World War II, in 1945, two-thirds of all Korea's 
Christians were in the north. Today there is no record of an organized, 
recognized church there, though one may soon be allowed” “MMéngolia was 
entered by Roman Catholic missionaries in the 13th century, 600 years 
ago, and by Nestorian missionaries even before that, but when the 
Protestant missionary James Gilmour entered Mongolia in 1871 he could 
find no believers there, and when he left 21 years later after 
incredible hardships and heroic labors there were still no Mongolian 
Christians. He had worked for 21 years without a single baptism. (p. 
495). As for Albania, the Eastern Orthodox Church seems to have 
survived the oppressions of the world's cruelest communist regime, but 
is under harsh and rigid control. There are no Protestants to report, 
though for a short while a Baptist pastor managed to gather a group of 
about 20 converts together. The last three Roman Catholic bishops 
disappeared without a trace in 1977. (p. 135). 

All the other countries of the world, however, have an 
organized church. The church at last has circled the globe and however 
inadequately has "proclaimed the gospel to every nation". We shall 
later have to take another look at that. The Bible doesn't quite say 
"every nation". What Jesus commanded it to do in the Great Commission 
was "make disciples of panta ta ethne" (Tat TH £6 ) which could be 
more accurately translated "make disciples of every ethnic group" which 
is quite different and should rid us of the comfortable notion that the 
church's global task of evangelism, to say nothing of its broader 
responsibilities, is still unfinished. India, for example, is one 
jes but it has 3000 ethnic groups. (McGavran, Ethnic Realities, p. 
18 

What Is the Third World? Beet Before we look more closely at 

started. What is the "third world"? I said I wasn't too happy with the 
term. Why? Primarily because it doesn't quite fit. I am going to use 
it because the alternatives are even more awkward. "Two-thirds world"? 
That's what some people call it, and if you think only in numbers it's 
reasonably accurate. But it's clumsy, and the world is made up of more 
than numbers. "“Lafricasia"? That's even clumsier, although a great 
missiologist, Donald McGavran likes to use it, and it does at least 
describe what we usually mean: Latin America, Africa and Asia, as the 
"third world". So for want of a better term, I will use "third world", 



remembering that "third" in the dictionary doesn't necessary mean less 

than first or second, or not as important as first and second. One of 

the dictionary meanings of "third" is simply "one of three", and that is 

how I will use it. 

So what is this "third world"? Ten years ago or more when the 

term "third world" was fairly new and becoming increasingly popular, the 

news magazine U.S. News and World Report (March 31, 1975) tried to 

explain to its readers what third world" really means. It listed seven 

characteristics which make the "third world" what it is, and those seven 

are worth repeating. The article said that 1) the "third world" is not 

an organization; 2) in numbers of people it is a majority of the world's 

population; 3) it is economically poor; 4) it is emotionally convinced 

that it has been cheated by the rich; 5) geographically, in general it 

4s the southern half of the earth; 6) racially, it is the darker-skinned 

peoples of the world; and 7) politically, it tries hard and rather 

unsuccessfully to be neutral in the worldwide power struggle that 

divides the first world from the second world, the democracies from the 

communists. Let me elaborate a little on these seven points, which are 

more true than false but never altogether true nor altogether false. 

1. Is the third world unorganized? Yes. There is no overall 

alliance of third world nations. Their only global forum of 

intenational communication is the United Naions, which is why the UN is 

very precious to them, and why so many are desperately dismayed by its 

decline. Did you see in this week's papers that the Gen. Secretary of 

the UN, Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar of Peru, was so 

pessimistic about the UN's future that like Winston Churchill who 

declared he was not about to preside over the dissolution of the British 

Empire, he (Perez de Cuellar) said "I don't see any reason why I should 

preside over the collaps of [the United Nations]. I don't have to..die 

with my ship". To the big nations the UN seems unrealistically in the 

control of little nations without power; and to the little nations, the 

UN doesn't seem to be able to help them when they most need help, as 

Mrs. Aquino quite rightly and pointedly noted yesterday. But where 

would the third world have a world forum for its views without the UN? 

It's their only structure with a global voice. 

2. Is the third world the world of the majority? Yes. It 

really is the "two-thirds world" in numbers of people. If you doubt 

that, look at the population of the continents. The third world's Asia 

has 60% of all the people in the world; the first world's North America 

has only 6%. It is the population factor that is the third world's only 

realistic claim to global power. It is what enables it to dominate 

discussion in the UN, much to the annoyance of the first and second 

worlds. But population has only a fragile hold on power. Population is 

as much a minus as a plus in today's tragically overpopulated world. 
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EC43 
CHURCHES OF THE THIRD WORLD 
Mr. Moffett 

Introduction 

The title of this course is CHURCHES OF THE THIRD WORLD.. 
I am not entirely happy with the term "third world", but it is the most 
common designation now for that part of the world, east and south, 
which is to be distinguished from "the west", or the industrialized 
nations of the "first world" (Europe and North America), and the 
"second world" (the communist bloc). The third world, then, is roughly 
Asia, Africa and Latin America. 

A But the course is about the churches of the third world. It 
is about what Archbishop Temple some years ago, in a famous speech given 
at his enthronement as Archbishop of Canterbury, called "the great new 
fact of our" age. I quote it regularly in the introductory course on 
mission and ecumenics, but it belongs inseparably in any introduction to 
a course on third world churches, and I make not apology for repeating 

{ it, for it highlights the global importance as well as the significance 
in Christian mission of the rise of what he called "the younger churches", 
and what we now more often call “the churches of the third world." 

This is what Archbishop William Temple said at Canterbury. 
The year was 1942, and the clouds of war were rolling over Europe. 

"The woyld", he said," is learning its helplessness apart from 
God though not yet is it on any great scale turning to Him for 
direction or for strength... rather is it towards more intense 
and fiercer competition, conflict and war between larger and 
ever larger cocentrations of power... 

"But there is another side to the picture. As though in 
preparation for such a time as this, God has been building up 
a Christian fellowship which now extends into almost every nation, 
and binds citizens of them all together in true unity and mutual 
love. No human agency has planned this. It is the result of 
the great missionary enterprise of the last hundred and fifty 
years. Neither the missionaries nor those who sent them out 
were aiming at the creation of a world-wide fellowship inter- 
penetrating the nations, bridging the gulfs between them, and 
supplying the promise of a check to their rivalries. The aim for 
nearly the whole period was to preach the gospel to as many individuals 
as could be reached so that those who were won to discipleship should 
be put in the way of eternal salvation. Almost incidentally the 
great world-fellowship has arisen; it is the great new fact of our 
era..." (The Church Looks Forward, pp. 1-3) 
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